NIHGA 1st  Match  Play  Outing

 ???? GOLF  COURSE

City, State
Course Phone: _____________
Date: ______________
Tee Times: ___________
Cost:  $ ________ (with mandatory cart)

Tees to use:

(color – rating, slope, yardage)  Back tees 

(color – rating, slope, yardage)  Middle tees 

(color – rating, slope, yardage)  Front tees 

Money Collection is either:  Pay Team #_  at table or in Pro Shop no later than 15 minutes before first tee time.
Contact: Call your team capt. to register to play asap.

Directions:  fill in
Announcements:

Course Name is a SPIKELESS golf facility.  Appropriate dress is required.

Rules of Play:  Please review below or the NIHGA website for further info.

Match Play 

 1. Teams shall be seeded in the order in which they finished in stroke-play competition.  Ties for seeding shall be settled by coin flip of the Secretary.  For uneven numbers of teams, the stroke-play champion will get a bye in the first round of match play. 

 2. Each of the two teams paired together (normally six players per team) will compete in three four-ball matches over 18 holes.  A team must field a minimum of three players or forfeit all points. 

 3.  Teams shall compete for a total of three points.  One point shall be at stake in each of three four-ball matches.  Each match shall be played to completion.  Any four-ball match which is tied at the end of 18 holes shall continue in sudden-death until the winner is determined. 

 4. Players with the highest handicaps on each team shall compete against each other, the second lowest against each other and so forth with the lowest against each other.  When the team fields less than six players, its team captain shall determine which position(s) not to field, provided the players are still paired in order of their handicaps.  This rule may be modified only by agreement of the opposing captains. 

 5.  The player in each group with the lowest handicap shall play scratch.  All other players in that group shall receive the difference between their handicaps and the lowest handicap.  Strokes are to be taken in the order assigned on the players' respective score cards.  As specified in Rule 5J, each player shall play from the teeing area which he/she used during the stroke-play season. 

 6.  If there are fewer than eight teams, one or more rounds in the loser bracket will require that three teams play against each other in three-ball match play.  The Board may also choose to schedule a three-ball final match to limit the required number of rounds.  In three-ball match play, each team shall select six players to compete in six threesomes, with each team represented in each group.  The awarding of points in the three-ball matches is as described in Rule B.7.  The team with the most points is the winner and will advance to the next round.  In at least one case, the second round of a seven-team draw, there may be two winners, who will advance, and one loser.  If, after this three-ball match-play competition, there is a tie for the one winner position, or for the one loser position, each of the teams which are tied shall select its lowest handicapped player to compete in a sudden-death playoff, as described in Rule B.7.  Play will continue until the required winner and/or runner-up are determined. 

 7.  In the event three teams are involved in the final round of match play, each team shall select six players to compete in six threesomes, with each team represented in each group.  USGA Rule 30 shall be applicable in NIHGA three-ball match play.  Each player shall play two separate matches, competing individually against each of the other two players in the threesome.  Each threesome shall play for a total of three points;  the entire match, therefore, shall be contested for a total of eighteen points.  The winner of each separate match shall be awarded one point.  If a match between two players in a threesome is tied at the end of eighteen holes, the players shall split the point at stake.  Teams need only forfeit those points at stake in threesomes in which they are not represented.  If, after this final round, at least two teams are still tied for first place, each of the tied teams shall select its lowest handicap player to compete in a sudden-death playoff.  This playoff shall begin at the first hole of the host course unless otherwise determined by the host professional or his designee. All such playoffs shall be completed on the same day except as provided in the USGA Rules of Golf. 

 8.  Only those players who have official NIHGA handicaps and have competed in *(two) or more outings during the stroke-play season will be eligible for the match-play tournament. 

 9.  In the event of discontinued play, a match shall be considered official if at least twelve holes have been played and the match is not tied.  Otherwise, the match shall be resumed, with the consent of the host course, with each group restarting at the hole on which the group discontinued play (by teeing off again) and the match shall be continued until one side is down more holes than remain to be played.  Lacking the consent of the host course, any match not considered official shall be rescheduled from the first tee at a time and place determined by the Secretary. 

 10.  The match-play champions shall be the team that has completed the double-elimination tournament with less than two defeats. 

 11.  Team captains should have their teams present and the pairing completed prior to the scheduled tee-off time.  Each team must have a minimum of three players physically present at the first tee prior to the first tee time scheduled for their match.  Any team or teams failing to comply with this rule shall be disqualified. (NOTE: "captains" include representatives). 

 12.  USGA rules, in particular, Rule 30, "Three-Ball, Best-Ball and Four-Ball Match Play", local rules govern all applicable match play except as modified by NIHGA rules. 

 13.  A late arrival may catch up with his/her group but not play the hole(s) he/she has missed.  Once his/her group has left the teeing area, he/she must wait until the next hole in order to join the group.

